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[l | Why Do Cats Purr?

Rookmark | Notepad

Humans tend to think that purring is a sign of happiness in a cat. Indeed, it can be, but there are other reasons why
our feline friends produce this particular sound. Purring is a hahit that develops very early in a cat’s life, so clearly it is

not a sound that is directed solely at humans.

Analysis of the sound has shown that when a cat is asking for food, whether from its mother or a human— the purr
contains a high-pitched note that is similar in frequency to a cry. It may have something of the effect of the cry of a

newhorn, which affects the hormonal state of female mammals and elicits a care-giving response.

On the other hand, when a cat is being petted, the purr it produces is much more soporific, and acoustic analysis '---

shows that the “cry” component is missing. Strangely, vets also report that cats will [ wg) r!1 Q ) A
£ ] # HEFE

Just before death. The actual process of producing the purring sound is complicated, and is stlll not completel\

i
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Mason Moves Away

When people enter the northwoods, Mason the beaver's 8
environment is threatened leading Solomon to explain th 3
that must exist between humans and wildiife.
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Brandon Steen's colourful flustrations bring this classic Christmas tale to Ife.
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