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A Story about the Dewey Decimal

System of Classification

The story of the numbers used for nonfiction books

Sirne years ago Mro Meleil Dewrey devised  jects by imagining himself to be a prehis.
3 systom af classifying books which e nsedd  toric or primitive man. He asked himsell
i many librarics. He chose certain main - questions he thought such a nan would

subjects aned numbers. sa that ell noofice bave asked, (This stors

{iom books on the same subject would be leaflet used in the Los Angeles County

tgyether oo the shell. 11e chnse these il Public E.ilar:qry-?

Tow can I unddersiand noture
nnd the worlll Alout Mme?
SCIENCE

(Mfan Teams to understand npture
on tha land, in the sea, and in
the sky) T a,[ i

tow can T use what I know ahout
nnttre?

APPLIED SCIENCE AND
USEFUL ARTS

{ Primitive man learned about fire and
haw e make weapons. Man through
the ages learncd about the wheel,
abowut snedicineg, pl:mting ciops, cook-
ing (ood, building bridges, and how
to make nll the things we use)

Who am 1?

i PHILOSOFIY AND e
PSYCHOLOGY _

tMan thinks about himself}

*

- Tho mhle me?
RELICION x
fMan thiinks abnae Codd

1Taw ean 1 enjny my leinure time?
FINE ARTS AND RECREATION
{By this time, primitive man hadd
more lime to do the things he on.
jnyed. He fearncd how te paint pic-
tures mnl to ereate mnsic. ke alse
learned how te dance and e play
games)

NS
—
4 Wi is the ninn in the next tave?
SCHOIAL SCIENCES
{(Man thinks abant other people)

B

Tlaw cnn I give tn iy children a
record of mnn's hieroic tdeeda?

LITERATURE

{Man be¢ame a storyteller. Tle cre-
ates sagas, lables, epies, poetry, anel
plays abolt his ancestors andl  the
péopic he knew. Later, man put these
inte writing for all people to road)

Haw eari T oanake that man

wendbrataind e ?
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Ay taoneh s

How enn EFlenve n retord [or men
of the fninre? ;
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{&a mazn bégan ta wrile about cvenls
that had eecurred everywhern, and
abaut peaple wlhn hadd pnrl‘it‘ipnlrri in
thrie cverits) -

CENERAL WORKS

The mamhes up o 10 aee vsenl for iblingrapres,
beoks ahout beeks, akgl [or heoks which contain
information® on many suhjects such as encyelo
walian anal other erefprrnee woky AL telepenes
L.;..\u_\ have R belare the oanber.
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